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Dilemmas 
1. Howard Dean, former governor of Vermont, once described the Internet as "The most democratic invention since Gutenberg and the printing press. The Internet is Gutenberg on steroids.”








2. “Citizen Journalism” is characteristically,


-More democratic in the sense that it allows for greater public participation/access/involvement in current events.


-Usually comes from an individual source, which leads to doubts regarding transparency.


-Less bland, in the sense that it captures the realistic contradictions and absurdities of current events.





In the great debates of Walter Lippmann and John Dewey, the intended roles of Journalism can be broken down to TWO categories. 








 Intended Role #1: The Journalist as the median between the public and policy making elites.





Intended Role #2: The Journalist as the mediator whose aim it was to encourage group discussion and a transfer of ideas between the public and the policy-making elites





VS





Walter Lippmann





   John Dewey





ARRGH!





3.Liberated media is fundamentally crucial in genuine democratic societies because it practices the theory of including the public in governmental affairs, and commemorates the democratic idea that reality can only be relative and truth and facts are to be deemed authentic by individuals, not administrators.





Translation: The existence of Journalism is like the practical expression of freedom of opinion. Our democratic society would not be able to call itself a democracy at all, if individuals within it were prohibited from expressing themselves.





ANONYMOUS BLOGGER:


 The main difference between a democratic and non democratic country is not determined by elections, but by how free their journalists are. Journalism, for better or for worse, is the best example of the freedom of individuals and the importance of free thought in a democracy.











FACT:


In many parts of the world assassins have learned that they can kill reporters with impunity; journalists are hunted down and murdered because of their reporting. Thirty-four in Colombia alone over the past decade.
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4. Predominantly, the first and foremost commitment of effective journalism in a democratic society should be report the truth, with minimal harm and no outside interest. 





But It is often all too easy to influence the world with even the simplest reporting.





EXAMPLES of Journalism that went off on a tangent.





-Y2K on New Years Eve December 31 1999 [Everyone has a faint idea of this incident]


-THE SARS EPIDEMIC


-WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION


-WEST NILE VIRUS








Tips:


Be Mindful of what you publish.


Be accountable to readers


Avoid publishing reporting half-truths that send people into a panic





                     LINKS!





Bill Moyers Speech “Journalism & Democracy” � HYPERLINK "http://www.thenation.com/doc/20010507/moyers/3" ��http://www.thenation.com/doc/20010507/moyers/3�


2. YouTube Video, “Journalist’s Role in Political Discourse” Media experts discuss recent trends in journalism within our current democracy. The 2008 American Presidential election is highlighted. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PKj1GazOKg&feature=PlayList&p=B1FE50982C7E0121&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=2" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PKj1GazOKg&feature=PlayList&p=B1FE50982C7E0121&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=2�








